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aries appear on mo maps. It. is centuries
old; yet iis history is moncloncus. It hdsg
200 million inhabitants; vet only a few
are fortunate encugh to eat one and a half

My guide was Nobakrushna Choudhuri,
a vigorous man of 58 years who wears
the Indian *“dhoti,” a light, hand- -spun
cloth draped loosely about the body, He
reads such books as Tillich’s “Systematic
Theology” and Myrdal's “An International
Economy.”

“When I was a student,” he explains,

Thent Gandhi came into my life. He tfold
students to leave college and work with
the people of the villages, T did. Since
then, I had to do most of my reading dur-
-ing the independence movement while in

10 my work.”
After mdependence, "Mr. Choudhuri
served six vears as Governor of the State

gress Party in order to devote his full

movement.

tries, At the same {ime, resistance to it
is one of the greatest obstacles to their
development, Land-reform efforis in Inaia
and other ccuntries commitied to parlia-
mentary government are bogging down in
legislatures where landed interests retain
their traditional power. The mounting de-
sire for land reform is a fertile source of
frustration, of which the Communists are
well aware, |

- In India, disciples of Gandbi are
strugegling to meet this desire by asking for
voluntary gifls of land, They are also at-
tempting to attack factionalism, *“the
curse of Indian village life,” by direct-
ing these gifts from individuals to their
village communities, As an extension of
this basic idea, they are also asking for
"Gramdﬁn”«—imm “gram,” meaning vil-
lage—which is the gift of the entire land
of a village to the village community,

I Y |
Today, in Allahabad Disirict, north
m::ntral India, Gramdan was declared by
the village of Baranpur. Mr, Choudhuri
was called fo withess lhe event, and In-

vited me to accompany him.

We approached Baranpur across. lhe
great plain bordering the Ganges River.
The small square among the mud huls
was filled wilh waiting mcen and boys. We
entered through a ceremonial gate of
colored cloth strefched on a wooden frame,

ALLAHABAD, UrrAR PRADESH .
Today I was taken for the first time {0
the other India. It is vast; yet its bound»

full meals daily. It is called Village Iﬂﬂla.‘

1 read and reread Thoreau and Tolstoi.

l jail, Now, it’s a habit, and it’s necessary-

of Orissa. Then he resigned from the Con-
energies to the Gramdan land returm '

Land reform is one of the greatest needs
of the economically underdeveloped coun- °
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“Young men hung strmgs of flowers
about - our necks and led us along the

‘Nnarrow pathways to visit the homes. The

walls of the better houses were of wood-

reinforced mud, the roofs of kiln-fired -

brick tiles. The low rooms opened into an
inner courtyard, with iis open drain and

T
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few utensils. The poorer dwellings were

‘hovels or straw lean~{os.

Each host greeted us with palms' to-

gether. He brought forth a burnished

metal pan containing piles of yellow pow-

der, rice, and flower petals. Using his
thumb he marked ’the center of our fore-
heads,

The five. Harijan (untouchable) fam-

jlies live at the outskirts of " Baranpur.
One Harijan host greeted his honored
guest by placing palms together and
stooping to stretch them toward his feel,
But Mr. Choudhuri guickly caught him
by the shoulders before he was halfway
down, and drew  him upright again,
saving:

“Thnse uld days are gone. We are equals

as citizens of this new country and as

men in the sight of God., I'm here not as

"a master but ag a guest in your house.”

We lunched in a courtyard, sitling on
mats spread upon the concrefe-hard earth,
eating rice, beans, and wheat tortillas with
our fingers. The local Gramdan worker
told us how PRaranpur decided io declare
Gramdan;

“#A year and 2 half agﬁ, with the hEﬁD-

of a Village Leve! Worker of the Commu-
nity Projects Adminisiration, the vii-

lagers started a youth: club for education -

and recreation, It was sucgessful., They
took another step by pooling their re-
sources {o form a community orchard. It
too was successful. Next 1hey donaied
their labor to build a dam, raising the
water level in the irrigation ditch enough
1o water their fields. Now almost all of the
lJandholders have agrced to give up their
private holdings and {ry the cooperative
method full scale.

“Where has the inspiration and leader-
ship come from?

“The inspiration is partly poverty., The
leadership is four young viliage men and
the Village Level Worker, who have con-
vinced the villagers ithat poverly need no
longer be accepted as an unchangeable
fact of their existence.”
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We rclurned 1o the sguarve. A doxen
women had appearcd, but remairzd at a

 distance crouching against a wall. A young

man shooed them inio the gathering.
Metal jewelry dangled from {hie noiirils
of the young women, and bclled ankletls
jingled ai their ctéps, Their youngsiers,
carried asiraddie the hip, eve lcg in fionl

~ and one behind, cyed us momentarily,

Yuung men opened the ceremony with'.

% song bemoaning the village's dependence ! |

upon the town, Two of the young leaders
recounted the story of cooperative efiorts,

- and presented ihe Gramdanm declaration,
- a list of the gifts of land signed b}* tlie

twenty former owners,
The local Gramdan worker rose. He
described how, while sitting in on ihe

village councils, he had seen the Gandhian

spirit of mnonviclence and cooperation
grow strong.

"But gifts of land alone will not banish
poverty overnight,” he continued, look-

~ing at one man sitting in the froni row.
" Land by, iiself will not grow corn. How

can -a poor man cultwate wlthnut bul-

- locks?”

“I have gwcn ]and " the man replied;
“and I will share the use of ]‘I'l}' buliﬂ-:'h:a,
foo.” -

The Gramdan worker then tur ned to an
old woman: *“You have & son, bul now

' he has no more land. Who will iake care
" of you in your age?” -

She replied immedialely:
have many sons,”
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As the guestions and answers continued

“Now 1 shall

-in this wvein, Mr. Choudhuri remarked
" quietly:

#This iz remarkable. In most
Gramdan villages, the old people do not
seen to realize what is happening, But
see here how they took us into their
houses; how the women are included in
this gathering; and how ihey answer these
questions!" S

Then he roze and spnhe “Baranpur has
the honor of being the first viliage in the
home district of Prime Minister Jawa-
harlal Nehru to declare Gramdan, But,
amidst this excilement, I must speak a
word of caution. You have becn persuaded
by the way of love to try the method of
cooperation. There are, however, still
three landholders who do not vyet wish to
iry it. I urge you not to turn upon them
and seek to impose your vievs. Gandhi’s

way is nonviolence, voluntary cooperation,

and respect for every individual. Remeni-
ber him!” .
Trhe ceremony cilosed with cheers for
Gandhi and Gramdan, and shaking haads
all 2round. When we returned to our truck,
ihe villagers were wedging flowers into
the cracks of the hced and around the
windows, They signed good-by with their
paims togeiher as we drove away,

I S
This is what T zaw. Clearly, ac an un-
initiated oulside observer, 1T cannol judge
how deeply Tung the rezsolve of coopera-
tion. I cannot siate thet a revolution has
faken place. But I did sec thal a needed

revolulion is 1irving lo take place in
Village India.




